S p r i n g / S u m m e r 20 1 5
C o m p l i m e n ta ry

by

N i c e Ic e

O u r favo u r i t e
e n g ag e m e n t r i n g s

C a rtag e n a’s

new

cool

wat c h e s
as works of art

L i z Tay lo r’s
Lov e A f fa i r
with Va n C l e e f
& Arpels

miami
h e at

The rebirth of a
city of style

+

h ot n e w
h ot e l s a n d
h i d eo u t s

Compass

c o m pa s s

Y
c a rta g e n a
With its romantic streetscapes, electrifying colours and new influx
of trendsetters, the Colombian city has never been more alive
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Seafood restaurants
inspired by the cuisine
of the north coast are
abundant in Cartagena.
Left: an historic seawall
surrounds the old city
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a rtag e n a i s o n e of the most

Miami-based celebrity
stylist Irma Martinez
is founder and creative
director of the lifestyle
company Trendy Inc.
Her clients include
actors and musicians,
notably Sofía Vergara,
Shakira, Ricky Martin,
Enrique Iglesias, Daisy
Fuentes, Pitbull, Marc
Anthony, Eva Longoria
and Gloria Estefan.

beautiful cities in the world. It’s almost
500 years old—the first Spanish colony in
the Americas—and a place that’s managed
to constantly develop, adding contemporary restaurants, bars and hotels without
sacrificing its historic architecture and gilded monuments. The mix of
cultures is incredible. It’s gone from the little place where I grew up to a
booming, cosmopolitan city.
When I was very young, Cartagena didn’t buzz like it does today. It had
the feel of a small town. I could play in the streets with my friends and go
for walks around town without my parents worrying about where we were.
I loved the sense of fun and freedom. I left Colombia to attend university
in the United States. I always intended to go back, but met my now husband
(Enrique), fell in love, got married and settled into a new home, life and
career. We try to go back at least three times a year. We travel around the
world a lot—mostly for business—and Cartagena is the only place where
I can truly disconnect and reboot.
Every time I go back, I see the city through new eyes. I try to do something
different that I’ve never done before. On a recent trip, for instance, Enrique
and I got in the car and drove out to parts of the country we’d never explored.
It’s another reason to love Cartagena: You can venture two or three hours outside of the city, find mountains capped with snow and a gorgeous countryside
that’s completely undeveloped.
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Among the centuriesold Spanish buildings
in the city is the Hotel
Charleston, with its
charming courtyard

I grew up in a residential district of Cartagena, but my favourite place to
stay—where I’d recommend that any visitor stay—is within the walls of the
old town. This historic core is designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
It’s absolutely charming and the streets are filled with pretty colonial homes,
many of which have been converted to chic B & B and boutique hotels. If you
like good food, you won’t be disappointed. Among my favourite places is La
Vitrola, a Latin American lounge where you can listen to Cuban music and
catch up with friends over dinner. Vera is the best Italian restaurant in the city.
And, if you’re interested in exploring an up-and-coming art scene and some of
the hippest restaurants and bars, go to the Getsemaní neighbourhood.
My favourite pastime, however, is to wander through the old town and
watch the artisans at work. Every morning, I set out on foot from my hotel
(I always stay at the Hotel Santa Clara, Sofitel) to see what they’re making
and how they’re making it. You may pass a lady crafting a necklace or a fellow
working on a chair. They use centuries-old techniques to create their pieces
by hand, but they’re always putting a slightly new spin on things. I’ve been
at runway shows in New York and Paris and spotted pieces—embroidery
on a blouse, or a certain style of bag or hat—that clearly were inspired by
Colombian artisans. I too draw all of my inspiration from this city, its people,
culture, food and music. It’s part of who I am and part of everything I do.
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St. Dom

Rosario Islands

Calle Santo Domingo 33-70

rosarioislands.com

Maria

mariacartagena.com
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La Vitrola

Calle Baloco 33-201

